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www.puritonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Clerk to the Parish 
 Bruce Poole 

Dip. HE Local Policy; Fellow ILCM 
The Chippings 21 Stoneleigh Close Burnham-on-Sea Somerset TA8 2EE 

Tel: 07887802922 E-Mail: bruce.poole2@btopenworld.com 
Office Hours 10.00 am – 1.00 pm 

 
Prior to the meeting commencing the chairman explained that he was allowing public participation to take place 
for 45 minutes in order to allow as many people present to speak. He reminded the meeting that the only 
subject he was prepared to discuss was Sedgemoor District Council’s Core Strategy and how the Local 
Development Framework (LDF) would impact on the village of Puriton. A number of those present spoke and 
the following matters were highlighted. 
 
 

�  As the North East Bridgwater proposals would greatly impact on the whole village of Puriton SDC would 
be strongly recommended to ensure that the surrounding necessary infrastructure was sufficient to 
alleviate the obvious problems that would exist if that action was taken. 

 
�  The link road from the southbound carriageway to the northbound carriageway of the A38 just south of 

the Dunball Roundabout to remain open as it is an important and vital link for local people to use to gain 
access to other parts of the village. 

 
�  That Puriton Parish Council be kept fully informed of the proposed time frame for the NE Bridgwater 

proposals and amendments to the overall scheme 
 
�  Traffic concerns in respect to the present infrastructure and what the impact will be by increased traffic 

movement on the surrounding roads and bridges such as suitability of use and structural strength 
 

�  Traffic movement exiting from the village roadways to be time logged so as to ensure this information is 
taken into account. 

 
�  Parish Settlement Boundaries will need to move to take into consideration the required growth for 

Housing 
 

�  Proposed Wind Farm Sites that are likely to impact on the village must be clearly identified 
 
�  With the increase in traffic how are they to be managed with specific reference to Bristol Road Dunball. 

 
�  Potential growth of the village makes local leisure facilities more sustainable 
 
�  Is the possibility of 12 affordable homes sufficient for the needs of Puriton over the term of the strategy? 

 
�  Woolavington Road Puriton currently has issues with parking – how is this to be managed with 

increased traffic movement – how is it to be controlled 
 
�  Concern of the possible loss of green space within the village – SDC should provide local forums for 

increase public consultation 
 

�  Concerns about speed of traffic in the Dunball area of the village 
 

�  A Bus Route is required from Puriton along the Bristol Road into Bridgwater (as opposed to the current 
route which goes along the Bath Road) - the new bus route to be annotated travelling from/via village 
centre, thus allowing for the Polden villages to gain access to employment on the Bristol road and Wylds 
road commercial areas without the need to use  private car 

 
�  New access road is deemed to be essential into the ROF site to keep traffic away from the village - ROF 

new road possible route along old railway line. 
  

�  Improved health provisions for the village such as Health Clinic 
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�  New Junction off the M5 Motorway numerated as J23A with exit slips from the M5 only and access only 
on to the M% by way of J23. The benefits of this action would mean no Bridgwater inbound traffic either 
through Dunball or up Puriton Hill and junction 23A can serve new hospital as well as the new 
Morrisons development. 

 
�  The likely noise and light pollution from the proposed Morrisons site should be mitigated by an earth 

bund planted with trees. This would improve the visual aspect as well as shielding local properties from 
light and noise. All vehicles on site to be fitted with “White Noise” reversing warnings. Morrisons to pay 
for triple glazing to all Bristol Road and Station Road properties. 

 

 
 
 
Resolved  by the meeting that these comments should be submitted to Sedgemoor District Council in time for 
the proposed end consultation date of the 18th December 2009 
 
PC Jasmine Desmond then addressed the meeting and reported on some of the matters that were raised at the 
on site public meeting held on the 9th September regarding illegal and irresponsible parking. She indicated that 
one of the perceived problems highlighted in Woolavington Road had been mutually resolved. Mr & Mrs Sloane 
who were present expressed their concern over some of the problems they had experienced as a result of 
parking their cars legitimately. 
 
Councillor Paul Herbert speaking as a member of the public addressed the meeting in respect to Planning 
Application 42/09/00023 setting out the reasons why he thought the Parish Council should be recommending 
approval. 
Finally Mr Lyndon Brett of Lyndon Brett Associates addressed the meeting in respect of Planning Application 
42/09/00024. He confirmed that he had taken into account the Parish Council observations when the previous 
application had been submitted. He also explained that with the current application he had discussed with a 
neighbour the possibility of moving one of the planned properties away from his boundary by a metre.  
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The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and invited anyone who wished to remain in order to observe the 
Parish Council Meeting. The meeting was formally opened at 8.45 pm. 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of Puriton Parish Council  that was held at The Village Hall  Puriton on Tuesday 8 th  
December 2009 that commenced at 8.45 pm when the following business was transacted. 
 
PRESENT Councillors Mr Mark Healey (Chairman) supported by Mrs J Fletcher (Vice-Chairman) Mrs S 

Tizzard Messrs P Burke N Garnett M P Herbert G Lavick and the clerk Mr B Poole. 
 
 In addition some twenty two people had attended the public session together with PC Jasmine 

Desmond. 
 
“Members are reminded that the Council has a genera l duty to consider the following matters in the 
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportuniti es (race gender age sexual orientation marital stat us and 
any disability) Crime & Disorder Health & Safety an d Human Rights” 
  
57.1         To receive any apologies for non atten dance  
 
 Councillor Barrie Crowe (Holiday) and Richard Hindle (Working) 
 
57.2 To receive any declarations of interest 
  

 
Ref   
 

 
Councillor 

 
Type 

  
Relationship 
 

  
 
57.8.2 
 

 
Mrs J Fletcher 
 

 
Personal 
 

 
Chair/Trustee – Puriton Playing Field 
 

 
57.8.2 
 

 
Mrs S Tizzard  
 

 
Personal  

 
Trustee – Puriton Playing Field 
 

 
 

57.3 To receive and approve the Minutes of the Pari sh Council Meeting held on Tuesday 10 th  
November 2009  

 
Resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on the 10th November 2009 that had 
been duly circulated be taken as read and be approved as being a correct record and signed as 
such by the Chairman 

 
57.4 Past Subject Matters  
 
 To receive the Clerk’s circulated paper for the pu rpose of report only 
 

(1) Matters Raised by the Public – November Meeting   BP 
 
(a)      Local Development Framework – Core Strategy – Parish Meeting 

   
This public forum had been held prior to the Parish Council Meeting.  

 
(2) Notice Board – Downend          BP 

 
Concluded 
 

(3) Hillside Telephone Box                                      BP 
 
No change 
 
 

(4) IT Equipment    MH 
 
Chairman Mark to provide an update to the meeting 
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 (5)  “Illegal” Parking & Meeting   GL 
 
See 57.10.2 
 

(6) Damaged Fencing – Hall Road    BP 
 
 Instructions given 
 
(7) Finger Post request to SDC “Court Farmyard (Rye)”  BP 
 

SDC will not provide – they have indicated that it should have been the responsibility of the 
developer at the time of the development. Parish Council will now need to decide what 
action to take. See 57.10.3 
 

(8) Bright Lights Competition    MH 
 
 Chairman Mark to provide an update at the meeting 
 
(9) Bus Shelter Insurance Claim   BP 
 
 Quotes have been submitted and confirmation is now awaited that the repairs can proceed 
 
(10) State of Little Lane   GL 
 
 Nothing to report 
 
(11) Overgrown Hedge – Puriton Park   ST 
 
 Ownership of the offending bushes is currently being investigated 
 
(12) Parish Council Asset List   BP 

 
Requests have been sent to the Village Hall Management Committee and Puriton Playing 
Fields Trustees seeking details of the current insurance cover and the insurable value of 
the buildings. When this information is to hand the Council’s Asset List can be concluded. 

 
57.5 To approve the following items of expenditure for the past month 
 
 (45) Staples Stationery  90.35 13.55 
 (46) SLCC Publications  25.50 
 (47) SLCC Annual Subscription (288.00) 96.00 
 (48) Mr B Poole Salary & Expenses – Puriton 657.28 
 (49) SDC Election Expenses 1413.80 
 
  Resolved that the accounts as presented be paid 
 
57.6                  Planning Committee Report 
 

(1) To receive an update on the following considere d applications 
 

  41/09/00013 – Raise no Objection 14/10/09  
The use of land for the crushing screening and re-cycling of non hazardous construction and 
demolition waste at OS Field Ref 9820 (PT) 
Walpole Landfill Site Pawlett 
 
42/09/00017 – Approved 17/11/09   JF 
Erection of part two storey part single storey extension partly on site of garage (to be 
demolished) single storey front extension erection of detached garage and formation of 
access 
95 Rowlands Rise Puriton 
 

  42/09/00018 – Approved 17/11/09  MH 
  Retention of Garden Shed 
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  5a Rye Puriton    
  

42/09/00019 – Refused 27/11/09  
Erection of agricultural building to replace storm damaged building 
Hillside Farm Woolavington Road Puriton 
42/09/00020 – Approved 25/11/09  
Erection of part two storey part single storey rear extension partly on site of conservatory (to 
be demolished) 
9 Newlyn Crescent Puriton 
 
42/09/00021 – Approved 18/11/09  
Installation of replacement roof to rear existing single storey extension and ancillary building 
Crooked Cottage Downend Road Puriton 
 
41/09/015 – Raise no Objection 16/11/09  
Change of use of land and formation of facility for the cipping/shredding of waste timber on 
land OS Sheet ST3042 (Plot 9965pt) & ST3142 (Plot 1870pt) 
Walpole Landfill Site Pawlett TA6 4RS (GR:331154 - 142644 
 

(2) To consider and respond to the following planni ng applications 
 
42/09/00022 – Council Target Date 11/12/09 RH 
Erection of conservatory to rear extension 
Orchard View Middle Street Puriton (resubmission of 42/09/00016) 
 
Resolved that the application be recommended for approval as it was deemed to be within 
the permitted development parameters and that it did not impact on adjoining properties 
 
42/09/00023 – Council Target 14/12/09 GL 

 Change of use from agriculture to haulage business, including retention of yard, office and 
toilet buildings, parking of lorries and staff vehicles, storage of portacabins and containers, 
access and the continued use of workshop and fuel tank for related purposes and retention 
of lighting 
Location: Hillside Farm, Woolavington Road, Puriton, Bridgwater, TA7 8AA 
 

Resolved that the application be recommended for approval as it supports local employment 
and the proposal does not impact on the immediate locality.  

 
Councillor Mrs Judith Fletcher registered her vote against this application on the grounds of 
increased HGV movements. 
  
42/09/00024 – Council Target Date  13/12/09 PH 
Erection of four dwellings with integral garages and formation of access 
Land at Downend Crescent Puriton 

   
  Resolved that the application be recommended for approval: 
 

�  The proposed layout enhances the immediate location 
 

�  Not over imposing on neighbouring properties 
 

�  Consistent with current planning policies for this part of the village 
 

�  Sustainable by having easy access to all village facilities including nearby local bus 
service 

 
  42/09/00025 – Council Target Date 28/12/09 JF 

Erection of single storey extension to East elevation and installation of replacement roof to 
existing porch to North elevation 

  31 Newlyn Crescent Puriton 
 

Resolved to recommend approval as it was consistent with other similar approved 
applications in the locality and did not impact on any neighbouring properties 
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 (3) Appeals 
 
  APP/V3310/A/09/2115740  MH 
  Planning Application 42/09/00003 
  Formation of access 
  Puriton Manor Rye Puriton 
 
  APP/V3310/E/09/2115739  MH 
  Planning Application 42/09/00004 
  Formation of access 
  Puriton Manor Rye Puriton 
 

Resolved to inform the Planning Inspectorate that the Parish Council saw no valid reasons 
why its original submissions should be altered in any way. 

 
57.7  Open Spaces Committee Report 
 
 To receive reports from the brief holders 
 

(1) Footpaths & Bridleways          JF 
 

Nothing to report 
 

(2) Village Newsletter         PB 
 

Currently with the printers                     
    

(3) Web Site   PB 
 

It was noted that some requested enhancements were awaited 
   

57.8 To receive the following reports 
 

(1) Village Hall          MH 
 

It was reported that a successful Christmas Fayre had been held the previous Saturday 
 

(2) Puriton Playing Fields         JF 
(3) SALC 

 
Nothing to report 
 

(4) District Councillor         MPH 
(5) County Councillor         MH 

 
Both representatives pointed out the likelihood of economic strictures being practised by 
SDC & SCC 
 

(6) Village Beat Officer         JD 
 

See commencement of the meeting 
 

(7) Parish Councillors 
 

(a) Councillor Mrs Sandra Tizzard 
 

Raised the matter of the hedge which had been planted incorrectly adjoining the 
traveller’s residences in Woolavington Road 

 
Councillor Mrs Tizzard left the meeting 
 

(b) Councillor Mrs Judith Fletcher 
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Stated that whilst she was aware that some remedial action had been taken the road 
still flooded after extreme storms 
 

(c) Councillor Peter Burke 
 

Enquired what arrangements were in hand in respect to the 2009 Village Bright Lights 
Competition 

 
(8) Poldens Cluster Meeting  
 

Councillor Mrs Judith Fletcher indicated that she had been prevented attending the last 
scheduled meeting. 
 

(9) The Clerk         BP 
 

He reminded the members of the need to form a small working party to work in co-operation 
with Mrs Mary Chorley of SDC and Mr Felix Marsh of RCC to carry out a land search in 
respect to the Affordable Housing project 

 
57.9 To receive and consider the following correspo ndence and e-mails 
 
 (1) EDF Energy Hinkley Point C – Consultation C 
 (2) Clerks & Councils Direct – November 2009 – Issue 66 C 
 (3) Natural England Presentation – 25/11/09  C 
 (4) Hinkley Point C Consultation on plans C 
 (5) ICO Data Protection Renewal Confirmation  BP 
 (6) NALC DISExtra Issue 722 – 16/11/09 C 
 (7) SDC Precept Requirement 2010/11 BP 
 (8) SDC Scheme of Delegation to the Group Manager Development C 
 (9) Age Concern Various Posters   NB 
 (10) SLCC “The Clerk” November 2009 Vol41 No 6 C 
 (11) ecotricity Proposed Black Ditch Wind Farm – Drop in session C 
 (12) Police Police Authority Newsletter – October 2009    C 
 (13) SCC Highways – Flooding at Downend   BP 
 (14) Mr Mrs Hurst E-Mail – Disabled Bay Markings at 21 Webbers Way   BP 
 (15) SCSN Newsletter Autumn 2009 Issue 10    C 
 (16) Garrick E-Mailed Quotation  BP 
 (17) Police Accident – Riverton Road 30/06/09  BP 
 (18) HMR&C Notice to file online BP 
 (19) NALC DISExtra Issue 723 30/11/09  C 
 
 Additional items received after circulation of the agenda 
  
57.10  Other Business referred to the Clerk 
 

  (1) To resolve to set a Precept for 2010/11   BP 
 
   Resolved that the Precept for 2010/11 be fixed at £30,000 
 
  (2) To receive the notes of the Police Meeting and to resolve actions there from   BP 
 

Received and agreed that it was necessary to have immediate discussions with the beat 
officer to ascertain what the forward strategy was to be 

 
  (3) To resolve on action to be taken by the Parish Council as a result of SDC’s response in 

respect to a proposed Finger Post “Court Farmyard (Rye)” 
 

Resolved that the Parish Clerk write to the correspondent to explain why the Parish Council 
were not able to assist 

 
57.11 Date of next Meeting – Parish Council Meeting  Tuesday 12 th  January 2010 commencing at 

7.45 pm. 
 
  


