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Clerk to the Parish 
 Bruce Poole 

Dip. HE Local Policy; Fellow ILCM 
The Chippings 21 Stoneleigh Close Burnham-on-Sea Somerset TA8 2EE 

Tel: 07887802922 E-Mail: bruce.poole2@btopenworld.com 
Office Hours 10.00 am – 1.00 pm 

 

 
2009 

 
 
Prior to the meeting commencing Mr David Farwig of Digital UK gave a short presentation on the ramifications of 
the digital switchover due in March 2010. A number of questions were asked at the conclusion of which he 
departed from the meeting. 
 
There then followed the formal presentation by Mr Peter Lacey Secretary of the Somerset Association of Local 
Councils of the Certificate of Quality Parish Council status. He stressed that it took recognition that a Council was 
acting in a professional manner and was managed by a professionally trained clerk.  He was thanked for attending 
and he also departed from the meeting.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of Puriton Parish Council  that was held at The Village Hall  Puriton on Tuesday 9 th  
February 2010 that commenced at 8.15 pm when the following business was transacted. 
 
PRESENT Councillors Mr Mark Healey (Chairman) supported by Mrs J Fletcher (Vice Chairman) Mrs S 

Tizzard Messrs M P Herbert R Hindle G Lavick and the clerk Mr B Poole. 
 
 In addition Mr Peter Lacey of the Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) and Mr David 

Farwig of Digital UK were also present 
 
“Members are reminded that the Council has a genera l duty to consider the following matters in the 
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportuniti es (race gender age sexual orientation marital stat us and 
any disability) Crime & Disorder Health & Safety an d Human Rights” 
  
59.1         To receive any apologies for non atten dance  
 

Councillors Barry Crowe Nick Garnett and PC Jasmine Desmond. 
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59.2 To receive any declarations of interest 
  

 
Ref   
 

 
Councillor 

 
Type 

  
Relationship 
 

  
 
59.8.1 
 

 
Mr M Healey 
 

 
Personal 
 

 
Chairman – Village Hall  
 

 
59.8.2 

 
Mrs S Tizzard  
 
 

 
Personal 

 
Trustee – Puriton Playing Field 

 
59.8.2 

 
Mrs J Fletcher 
 

 
Personal 

 
Chair – Puriton Playing Field 

 
 

59.3 To receive and approve the Minutes of the Pari sh Council Meeting held on Tuesday 12 th  
January 2010  

 
Resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on the 12th January 2010 that had been 
duly circulated be taken as read and be approved as being a correct record and signed as such by 
the Chairman 

 
59.4 Past Subject Matters  
 
 To receive the Clerk’s circulated paper for the pu rpose of report only 
 

(1) Matters Raised by the Public – December Meeting  BP 
 
Nothing 
 

(2) Hillside Telephone Box                                      BP 
 
This matter has been resurrected and a new agreement is scheduled to be signed at the 
meeting 
 

(3) IT Equipment    MH 
 
The Chairman confirmed that he was expecting to take delivery in the next week 
 

(4) “Illegal” Parking & Meeting   GL 
 
No report 
 

(5) Damaged Fencing – Hall Road    BP 
 
 Still in hand 
 
(6) Bus Shelter Insurance Claim   BP 
 
 Repairs now concluded  
 
(7) State of Little Lane   GL 
(8) Overgrown Hedge – Puriton Park   ST 
 
 Nothing to report 
 
(9) Parish Council Asset List   BP 
 
 Waiting for details from the Hall Management Committee 
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(10) Hedge – Travellers Site Woolavington Road   ST 
 
 Being followed up by SDC Enforcement 
 
(11) SDC Core Strategy – Additional Comments  BP 
 
 Confirmed that it was submitted as requested 
 
(12) Temporary Web Site Management    BP 
 
 On the agenda for this evening’s meeting 
 
(13) Grit Bin Strategy   BP 
 
 To be discussed at a later Parish Council Meeting 
 
(14) Disabled Accesses   BP 
 
 Both matters are currently being pursued by SCC 
  
(15) EDF Park and Ride   BP 
(16) NE Bridgwater – Parish Council comments and questions  BP 
(17) Affordable Housing Working Party   BP 
 
 As requested the relevant information has been passed on to the respective parties 
 
(18) Village Ranger – Job Specification and Person Specification  BP 
 
 Subject to further discussion 

 
59.5 To approve the following items of expenditure for the past month 
 
 (55) SALC Standing Orders Seminar 15.00 
 (56) University Degree Field Trip 163.33 
 (57) Courtyard Press Newsletter – December 2009  400.00 
   Leaflets   69.00 
 (58) J Callaghan Erection of Notice Board 137.00 23.97 
 (59) Mr B Poole UofG University Residential 69.84 
 (60) Mr B Poole Broadband Service – 01/10/09 – 01/01/10 20.99 
 (61) Garrick Outdoor Bus Shelter Repair 1562.50 273.43 
 (62) Mr B Poole Salary & Expenses – January 654.32  
 
 Resolved that the accounts as presented be paid 
 
59.6                  Planning Committee Report 
 

(1) To receive an update on the following considere d applications 
 
42/09/00022 – Approved 22/12/09  RH 
Erection of conservatory to rear extension 
Orchard View Middle Street Puriton (resubmission of 42/09/00016) 
 
42/09/00023 – Approved 16/12/09  GL 

 Change of use from agriculture to haulage business, including retention of yard, office and 
toilet buildings, parking of lorries and staff vehicles, storage of portacabins and containers, 
access and the continued use of workshop and fuel tank for related purposes and retention 
of lighting 
Location: Hillside Farm, Woolavington Road, Puriton, Bridgwater, TA7 8AA 
 
42/09/00024 – Council Target Date  3/12/09 PH 
Erection of four dwellings with integral garages and formation of access 
Land at Downend Crescent Puriton 
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(2) To consider and respond to the following planni ng applications 
 
  42/09/00026 – Approved 09/02/10  GL 
  Erection of a conservatory to SW elevation 
  57 Puriton Park Puriton 
 
 (3) Appeals 
 
  APP/V3310/A/09/2115740  MH 
  Planning Application 42/09/00003 
  Formation of access 
  Puriton Manor Rye Puriton 
   
  APP/V3310/E/09/2115739  MH 
  Planning Application 42/09/00004 
  Formation of access 
  Puriton Manor Rye Puriton 
 
59.7  Open Spaces Committee Report 
 
 To receive reports from the brief holders 
 

(1) Footpaths & Bridleways          JF 
 

At the request of the council Councillor Mrs Fletcher agreed that she would arrange to obtain 
a report from the Footpaths Liaison Officer. 

  
 (2) Village Newsletter         PB 
 
  The Christmas edition was well received 
 

(3) Web Site    PB 
 

It was noted with satisfaction that the site had received some 7000 hits since it had been first 
installed.                                       

 
59.8 To receive the following reports 
 

(1) Village Hall          MH 
 

The Pantomime season commences next week 
 

(2) Puriton Playing Fields         JF 
 

It was announced that grounds man had retired and that the disabled parking facilities were 
progressing well 
 

(3) SALC 
 

Full details in the pack 
 

(4) District Councillor         MPH 
 

Reminded members that at present a formal application for a mental home had not been 
received by SDC 
 
He advised the members of the recent loss by SDC of an appeal with 02 that cost some 
£200,000  
 
Requested that the parish council give consideration to the need of a bus service from 
Puriton down Bristol Road to Bridgwater 
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(5) County Councillor          MH 

 
Indicated that he was due to show the new CEO of SCC Mrs Sheila Whalens around the 
village 
 

(6) Village Beat Officer         JD 
 

No report 
 

(7) Parish Councillors 
 

(a) Councillor G Lavick 
  

Expressed his concern at the poor bus service in the village 
  

(b) Councillor J Fletcher 
 

(i) Potholes 
 
   Due to the recent adverse weather there are now a number of potholes in the 

village and one in Churchfield Road. 
 

(ii) Bus Shelter 
 
 Requested that it be now painted and cleaned. Also consideration be given to 

place a litter bun adjacent to the bus shelter and that the notice board be 
upgraded. 

 
(c) Councillor P Burke 

 
Brought to the Council’s attention the situation regarding an abandoned skip in 
Hillside which the clerk confirmed that he had brought to the attention of SDC 
 

(d) Councillor R Hindle 
 

Concerned at the constant breaking of lights in the main to the rear of the Village Hall 
 

(e) Councillor S Tizzard 
 

Advised the council of the recent problems whereby a spillage of some description 
had entered the rhyme near to Manor Farm where the Environment Agency had been 
involved. 
  

(8) Poldens Cluster Meeting  
 

Not met 
 

(9) The Clerk         BP 
 

(i)      Grit Bins 
 
    Requested that the members decide where they would wish to locate grit bins 
 
  (ii)       Annual Parish Meeting 
    

Requested members to give some thought as to how they wished to plan the forth 
coming Annual Parish Meeting 
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(iii)  Grant Funding 

 
Reminded members that the 2009/10 grant funding would be decided at the March 
Meeting           

 
59.9 To receive and consider the following correspo ndence and e-mails 
 
 (1) St Margaret’s Hospice Letter seeking financial support   BP 
  (2)  Waste Partnership Changes to Waste Collection Services – Sort it Plus   C 
  (3)  NALC DISExtra Issue 726 – 25/01/10    C 
  (4)  Western Power Wayleave Payment – 6.89    JF 
  (5)  RoSPA 2010 Inspections   C 
  (6)  SDC Future Funding of Local Services and Facilities   C 
  (7)  SLCC “The Clerk” January 2010 – Vol 42 N0 1   C 
 
 Additional items received after circulation of the agenda 
  
  (8)  EDF Energy Withy End Wind Farm – Scoping Document    C 
  (9)  NSPCC Publicity Leaflet    C 
  (10)  SALC Agenda – North Area Meeting 11/03/10    C 
  (11) NALC DISExtra Issue 726 25/01/10    C 
  
59.10  Other Business referred to the Clerk 

   
  (1)  To agree to sign the agreement in respect to Hillside Telephone Box   BP 
 
    Resolved that the clerk proceed to sign the document 
 
  (2)  To set advertising (newsletter/web site) charges for 2010/11   PB 
 
  Resolved that the following prices should be fixed for 2010/11 and that the clerk should write         

to the advertisers setting out these new charges with a request that they pay “up front” 
before advertising. 

 
   4cm x 1 col        £7.50 (=1/8 page) 

 4cm x 2 col        £15 (=1/4 page) 
 8cm x 1 col        £15 (=1/4 page) 
 8cm x 2 col        £30 (=1/2 page) 
 16cm x 2 col      £60 (= full page) 

 
  (3)  To provide emergency cover in respect to the management of the newsletter and web site PB 
 
   Resolved that the council should purchase Serif PagePlus X4 as an upgrade for the       

publication of the Village Newsletter 
 

(4)  To take steps to improve engagement by village hall users and sports centre users in respect 
to the village newsletter and web site 

 
Resolved that all steps possible should be taken                         

   
59.11  Date of next Meeting – Parish Council Meetin g Tuesday 9 th March 2010 commencing at 7.45 

pm. 
 
  

 


